
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – MAY 2022 

Cold weather and lack of April showers doesn’t feature in climate change, but we seem to have a repeat of last year. 

It’s just as well the beautiful spring flower show has proceeded as usual, although seedlings are demanding more 

attention. 

There is plenty of interest in this issue, including details of forthcoming Jubilee events.  We are also looking forward to 

the much missed Sheep-Racing again on 3rd September, to round off a sociable summer.  You may prefer to knit teddies 

rather than help in other ways! 

 

Birthdays 

Our good wishes go to: 

May 2nd   Jensen and Macauley Thorpe – 9 

May 24th Peter Brocklehurst – 60 

May 27th Emily Burton – 15 

May 29th Philip Brocklehust -97 

 

Sick List 

Best wishes to Kate Bean who is recovering from being 

taken to hospital in the middle of the night, and is now 

recovering at home, hence no quiz this month. 

 

Norman Bebington’s Achievement 
Our congratulations and thanks go to Norman who has 

completed 75 years playing the organ at services, 

having stated when he was 16.  Rector Colin Wilson 

also started at a similar age.  If any musicians of any age 

would like to follow in their footsteps, we would be 

pleased to help them! 

 

Church Annual Meeting 

To be held in the church at 3pm on Wed. 27th April.  

Everyone on St Michael’s Electoral Roll is welcome to 

attend, and to put themselves forward for the PCC 

vacanies and other roles. 

 

Jubilee Songs of Praise, 5th June 

This will be held in the marquee behind Daintry Hall 

and led by the Revd. Anne Freestone. We’re aiming for 

this to appeal to the whole village, and invite people to 

send in hymn requests to Marilyn Ainslie by Friday 13th 

May.  We regret we can’t guarantee including your 

choice.  The collection will be split between the 

international Red Cross and the church.  It will be 

followed by wine and nibbles. 

Wedding 

Our best wishes go to 

Patrick Kidd and Anita 

Swaine who were 

married at St Michael’s 

on 8th April.  Patrick is 

Malcolm Kidd’s brother. 
 

Spring Supper, 8th April 

This was well supported  

with an excellent 2-course 

spread provided by Gill’s 

Catering (07809 704135). 

It was a treat not having to 

provide desserts for a 

change! 

Thank you to those who 

provided raffle prizes, and 

to Diane Lowe for the 

challenging Quiz which was 

won by Geoff Petts. The 

new slightly larger venue of 

Eaton Community Hall worked well. 

Thanks also to Diane Lowe for the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Rector's Letter – May 

Last month, when I wrote in this Newsletter about the 70th Anniversary of the Queen’s Accession to the throne, I could 

not have begun to anticipate how the world would have changed just a few weeks later. Russia has invaded Ukraine 

and we are now watching the appalling loss of life and the very real prospect of the conflict escalating beyond the 

borders of Ukraine.  

     A number of things come to my mind. The first is that the invasion reminds us how life can change in an instant. 

One moment we are celebrating and the next we are facing a grave catastrophe. Whilst this has happened politically, 

the same can happen in all our lives. We can be plunged into darkness without warning and we need to give thanks 

for our blessings whilst we have them. The second thing is that the Russian invasion happened just before the season 

of Lent. The season of Lent marks the time when Christ was in the wilderness for forty days and forty nights and when 

he suffered great privations. This is certainly the experience of the Ukrainian people who are being shelled, starved 

and driven out of their country. We need to support them with our prayers at this time. Thirdly, I was reminded that, 

despite all that Christ had to endure, the angels ministered to him. We too can minister to the Ukrainians through 

donations.   Also, we can open our hearts and our homes to Ukrainian refugees, although (as some of us have already 

discovered) the current bureaucracy is making this very difficult.  

     Now is the time to show our compassion as a Church and as a nation.  We have just celebrated Easter, for the first 

time since 2019 without restrictions, and this reminds us all that, whatever we have to suffer in this life, ultimately 

good triumphs over all evil. 

     Finally, please note that this month includes five Sundays and the Church Councils of North Rode and Gawsworth 

have agreed to revive the tradition of holding joint benefice services when this occurs.  Please note that on Sunday 

29th May St. James’, Gawsworth, will host the service at 10.00am, it will be Sung Holy Communion, followed by 

refreshments in the Church Hall.  On the next fifth Sunday, in July, it will be the turn of St. Michael’s, North Rode. 

Yours ever, Colin 

 

 

  May Services 

 

             

 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson   01260 223201 

Warden 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie     01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe            01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts    01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie  01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean    01260 272723 

 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

May 1st  

Easter 3 

Flowers: 

Ruth Shaw 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Anne Freestone 

Bronwen Bebington 

Margaret Cann 

May 8th   

Easter 4 

Flowers: 

Ruth Shaw 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Lynn Petts  

Geoffrey Petts 

May 15th 

Easter 5 

Flowers: 

Louise Jackson 

11.15 am 

Family 

Service 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Mrs Hellen Watson 

The Bullock  

Family 

May 22nd  

Easter 6 

Flowers: 

Louise Jackson 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Robert Heath 

May 26th  

Ascension Day 

   

May 29th   

Easter 7 

10.00 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

at St James’,  

Revd. Anne Freestone 

Gawsworth 

June 5th   

Pentecost 

Flowers: 

TBA 

11.15 am 

Jubilee 

Songs  

of Praise 

in Marquee 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

Revd. Anne Freestone 

Sharon Oldfield 

Bernard Lever 

Yvonne Brown 



NORTH RODE VILLAGE CELEBRATES  

 

Thursday 2nd June 2022 

Wychcraft Big Band & lighting of the  

Village Beacon 

Daintry Hall  

7 for 7.30pm 

Free entry TICKET ONLY  

Available from Janet Hughes 07840781399, Mark Bullock 01260 223773, northrode@btinternet.com 

Bring your own food and drink 

 

Friday 3rd June 2022 

Afternoon Tea at The Manor  

Invitation only  

(Please remember to RSVP by 1st May 2022) 

 

Sunday 5th June 2022 

Service of Thanksgiving 

Marquee at the Daintry Hall  

11.15am followed by light refreshments 

  



 

Marton School News 

Dear  Friends  

We hope you all had a super Easter break and rest. 

Over the holidays many of the staff joined me in 

re-decorating and preparing the school for the 

summer term as we have a dedicated space now 

in which to support our children’s well-being and 

mental health and have created an ELSA room. 

This is emotional literacy support and will not only 

support individual children but small groups and 

even whole classes as we give greater emphasis on 

children’s well-being. If Covid has taught us many 

things – the main is the importance of well-being 

and I am delighted and proud of school’s 

commitment to this. 

Before the Easter holidays children in Year 4 and 5 

went to Foxhill, Chester Diocese Retreat near 

Frodsham that had been organised by Rev Arch as 

part of the children’s Communion work. This was 

a truly beautiful day with activities that were 

planned and delivered by school governors and 

friends of school. We now look forward to a 

Communion service in May that we hope our 

families will participate in. 

The Summer term is always one we all look 

forward to, it’s a chance to be in our wonderful 

environment and really utilise the outdoor space 

that we have at Marton. We are proud too to be 

launching an extensive after school timetable that 

children are excited about. HUGE thanks to all the 

staff, governors and parents for supporting these 

clubs and giving their time. 

We also look ahead in ready for September and to 

soon meet our new families as they start their 

school journey with us. 

Do come and visit us; if you haven’t yet been to 

Marton, you won’t be disappointed! 

Always your friend, Nevin  

Nevin Deakin 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Trek Sahara Challenge raising money for 

East Cheshire Hospice 

Traditional Afternoon Tea 
 

 

 

Sunday 26th June 2022 

1pm or 3pm 

 

Shiredale, Quarnford, SK17 0SU  

By Kind Permission of Chris & Julie Candy, 

 

£12.50  

(£15 with glass of Prosecco) 

Tickets available from: 

Julie Candy 07801 710275 

Flo Bullock 07484 135693 

Chloe Bradley-Boffey 07810 192778 

 

Microsoft Word Tips 

Would you like to extend your skills to wrapping text 

round images?   

Having inserted an image into some text, right click on 

it and a world of options opens up!  If you select ‘wrap 

text’ you see choices how to wrap text, of which Tight 

is a good one to start with.  You then have more 

opportunities to drag the image to the position you 

want, and resize it.  ‘Size and Position’ is also useful.  

You can also add a caption and even make it into a 

clickable hyperlink. 

Now you need to experiment for yourself, and see if 

you can get the effects in the Newsletter! 

This just gives you pointers, and isn’t a full training 

course. If you want more help you might find the 

Internet is more useful than Microsoft’s Help system. 

If you have any requests for more tips please send 

them to Marilyn  

 



North Rode Parish Council News 

The revised recommendations following the Governance Review consultation are progressing through Cheshire East 

Council processes. It is looking positive for North Rode to remain a separate parish. The final decision will be made at 

a full Council meeting on 27th April. 

We have been actively chasing Cheshire East Highways to have the 7.5t 

weight restriction signs replaced and road safety markings repainted. We 

have been informed that the signs are now in stock and currently awaiting 

resources to fit them. This should have been done by 31st March, so we 

will continue to chase this up until they are in place. 

In the meantime, Huw Williams has been repainting faded road name signs 

on Bank Lane and Pexall Road. Thanks to Huw for doing this and replacing 

loose signs securely. 

The Parish Council will be holding its AGM on Thursday 12th May at 7.30pm in St Michael’s church. You are all welcome 

to attend and hear first hand what has been achieved in the past twelve months and what more we intend to do. 

Please try to come to the AGM and share your thoughts on what we can improve for the residents of North Rode. 

Janet Hughes, Chair of North Rode Parish Council 

Teddy Heaven 

 

These 45 adorable teddies have been knitted by the good folk of Gawsworth and Sutton churches. 

I have taken the teddies to Manchester airport where the chaplaincy dept will give them out to distressed and/or 

displaced children who may arrive in the near future to the safety of our shores.  

These knitters are so valiant in their giving of time and talent and now will add a blue and yellow ribbon to support 

Ukraine to some of the next teddy bears on their amazing knitting production line.  

Thank you so much everyone, you send love with each teddy.  

If there are any keen knitters in and around North Rode who would like to add to the Teddy Heaven family that is 

growing all the time, then please get in touch.  

Rev’d Anne Freestone     

annefreestone123@gmail.com 

07939 964011 



North Rode Sheep Races 
 

Saturday 3rd September 2022 
 

Oaklands Farm, North Rode 

 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 

Many thanks to everyone who has already offered their invaluable help.  

1st Planning Meeting – Tuesday 17th May 2022 8pm at The Oaklands 

If you’re unable to attend, but would like to nominate a charity to receive some of the proceeds from the event then 

please email northrode@btinternet.com 

The GRAND PRIZE DRAW – as you may know always raises a good amount towards the final total. But we need your 

help!  

Apart from helping by selling the raffle tickets beforehand, can you provide a prize?  Have you a favourite restaurant 

who you could ask for a Meal for Two or any other thoughts? Please put your thinking caps on and let me know! 

Many thanks 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

07778 648088 / 01260 223292 shirleytudor@btinternet.com 

 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

The April Meeting was opened by Pam Robinson as our President Bronwen Bebington was indisposed.  

Several apologies were read out but a Visitor was welcomed. After Jerusalem was sung thanks were given out: Table 

Flowers Hilary Trueman, Raffle Brenda Carey, Teas Pauline Croft and Brenda Carey, Cakes/Biscuits Margaret Aitchison.  

The Treasurer read out the Financial Statement and Subscriptions were received from the members.  

April Cheshire News had arrived and the last letter from Jean Harding our past Federation was included. North Rode 

had sent her a homemade card wishing her best wishes and a  thank-you for the past 6 years in office, two years of 

which had been very difficult due to the virus. Jean sent a lovely email to thank all our members for their support and 

good wishes on her retirement. Selina Prescott is the new Federation Chairman. Resolution results were read out.  

Details of the Royal Cheshire Show had been received by the Secretary. The Cloud Group Spring Meeting is on 

Wednesday May 4th at NLChurch 7.30pm when  the Speaker will be one of the original Calendar Girls and the 

competition will be for a photo of yourself.  Arrangements are in hand for our 95th Birthday Outing on July 12th. Our 

Coffee Morning is on Thursday 12th May at Gawsworth Methodist Church. Hall helpers and raffle prizes are needed. 

The AGM is to be held in Liverpool on Saturday 11th June and Eaton WI are our Delegate.  

Our Speaker was David McCaddon whose talk was on The Life of Agatha Christie. He was a most informative and 

knowledgable speaker about Agatha Christie who was a most prolific author, writing mostly Crime Stories which our 

members learnt a lot about. Lots of members had read her books. David has also written several Crime Books himself 

and has been doing talks to many different groups, even being on cruises. Diane Lowe gave a Vote of Thanks on behalf 

of our members. David judged the Cloud Group competition and Eileen Slack was the winner.  The Raffle was won by 

Pauline Croft. 

The next Meeting is on Tuesday 10th May at 7.30pm (note the time) when Resolutions will be discussed, followed by 

a Games Evening. All visitors very welcome to Eaton Church and Community Hall on the second Tuesday of the month, 

summer months 7.30pm, winter months 2pm.  



 

Chester Cathedral Pilgrim Porch Submission by Anne Lever 
 

The carving reflects the importance of the Natural world to this small rural parish 

and the Victorian period of the church with roots in its rural surroundings and 

farming history. 

The Story of the carvings in the church of St Michaels North Rode. 

The church of St Michael North Rode was built by Thomas Ryle Daintry and his 

brother the Rev John Daintry and consecrated in 1846.  In 1811, the Daintry family 

had acquired the ancient manor of North Rode, which had been part of Royal 

hunting estates since the 12th century., and began its transformation into a 

country estate with a Church, School and Manor House. The Church has been 

described as a “charming example of an Estate church” and it was at the centre of 

the life of this small rural parish situated on the edge of Cheshire at the foot of the 

hills of Derbyshire and Staffordshire, in what was historically wooded country. It 

was given to the village, along with the village school, by the Daintry family. There 

are a number of carvings in the Church dating from around 1893, the Altar Table, 

Rood Screen and Font cover, which we feel reflect this history and also its 

congregation, which historically consisted of farming families where the festivals of Harvest and Plough Sunday were 

of great importance. 

We have chosen one of the carvings on the Altar table for the Pilgrim’s Porch. There are five panels in all.  The central 

one is of a simple gilded cross surrounded by lilies. This is flanked by two identical pairs of panels. These depict one 

with a vine with its harvest of grapes and the other of ivy. 

The carvings are in an Arts and Crafts style and were carved in 1893 by Mrs J Ridgeway, who also carved the Rood 

screen, whose family married into the Daintry family who owned the estate. The attached plaque says 

 ‘To the glory of God in loving memory of Katie Ridgeway from her Father, Mother and Grandmother Feb 23, 1893’  

Mrs J Ridgeway taught members of the choir how to carve and they in turn worked the eight panels of the Font cover, 

one of whom was the great uncle of at least one member of the congregation today. 

The carving reflects the importance of the natural world to this small parish and the Victorian period of the church 

with roots in its rural surroundings and its farming history. 

    

    

 

  



 

North Rode Viaduct - Then and Now 

 This view of North Rode Viaduct with Bosley Cloud in the 

background appears to have changed has little over the last 80 

years.  The obvious exceptions are the corn stoops that are rarely 

seen in fields nowadays, the growth of trees along the river Dane, 

the railway 

gantries and 

power lines 

now visible on 

the viaduct 

and the 

passing of 

modern 

Pendelino trains capable of travelling in excess of 100 mph in place 

of the local steam train service. So perhaps it has changed quite a 

lot. The old oak tree by comparison has changed little!  

Tom Lomas of Colley Mill farm thinks that the old photo was probably taken in the 1940’s due to the corn stoops in 

the field. 

North Rode Viaduct was built for North Staffordshire Railway by engineer JC Forsyth, the stonemason being John 

Mellor of Rainow. The viaduct was opened in 1849 and consists of 20 arches, of 50 feet span and a total length of 418 

yards. Stone was taken from the top of the Cloud by aerial ropeway with construction taking two years and employing 

2000 men, who lived in shacks by the river. 

The sketch on the right appeared in the Illustrated London News 

and depicts the opening fete, although it perhaps exaggerates 

slightly the height to width proportions of the viaduct, which 

stands 106 feet above the bed of the river Dane in the centre 

section. It clearly was a marvel of its day, which nowadays we 

pass over in trains and under in cars without a second thought. 

It is only walking under it on the Dane Valley Way footpath that 

you appreciate its sheer magnitude.  

A Rare Sight 

Steam trains on the line crossing North Rode Viaduct  and 

passing though North Rode are a rare sight indeed, especially 

since the last steam trains to pass regularly though North 

Rode were in the 1960’s. However, if you were lucky enough 

to be in the vicinity on Saturday 26th March at 12:30, you may 

have seen  ‘The Mancunian’ an LMS Princess Coronation 

Pacific Class steam locomotive No. 46233 Duchess of 

Sutherland, thundering across the viaduct and through North 

Rode, heading north from London Euston to Manchester 

Piccadilly Station. Luckily my son Harry was able to capture 

this picture from the railway bridge near the old station. 

 

Huw Williams 


